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FINAL DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 8, 9, 14, and 15 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4, 8, 9, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Pat. No. 6,832,230 by Zilliacus et al, hereinafter Zilliacus in view of U.S. Pat. No. 
6,353,792 by Murthy. 

Regarding claim 1, Zilliacus discloses a method for providing a storage area in a storage 
server (i.e. PC) for a portable data terminal (Fig. 1, 110; Fig. 2, 210; i.e. a mobile terminal) 
connected over a network (Figs. 1, 2; col. 5, lines 38-40; col. 6, lines 1-17) and a plurality of 
portable data terminals with associated users connected over the network (col. 1, line 46 - col. 2, 
line 6), said method comprising the steps of: 

allocating a uniquely dedicated storage area for each user (col. 6, lines 1-17; col. 7, lines 1-15) 
(i.e. user of the mobile terminal uses a PC for a downloading service); 
storing software, which is purchase-requested at a software sales site (i.e. a website) on the 
network by one of the users from a portable data terminal (i.e. mobile terminal) of said one of the 
users (col. 6, lines 18-52; col. 7, line 27 - col. 8, line 23), sent from the software sales site into 
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one of dedicated storage area allocated uniquely to the user of the storage server without sending 
the software from the site directly to the portable data terminal of the user (col. 6, lines 1-17; col. 
7, lines 1-15); and making available the software, stored in the dedicated storage area in said 
storage server, to the user in response to a request from the user (col. 6, lines 12-17; col. 7, lines 
11-15; col. 8, lines 29-38). 

Zilliacus discloses storing software, which is purchase-requested at a software sales site 
by a user of a portable data terminal into a unique dedicated storage area of a storage server. 
However, Zilliacus does not disclose providing storage areas for a plurality of portable data 
terminals in a storage server and making available the software to a user while keeping the 
software in said of one of the storage areas. 

Murthy discloses a method for providing storage areas (Fig. 1: 8, 10; i.e. mailboxes) in a 
storage server (Fig. 1, 7; i.e. central computer server) for a plurality of portable data terminals 
(Fig. 1,13; workstations which are portable because they can be re-located) connected over a 
network (Fig. 1), said method comprising the steps of: allocating a uniquely dedicated storage 
area (i.e. mailbox) for each of users (Fig. 1, 12; i.e. user#l-user#3) of said plurality of portable 
data terminals (col. 5, lines 22-28); 

storing data (i.e. data, traffic monitoring information, messages), which is requested or 
downloaded at a data site (Fig. 1,1; i.e. traffic monitoring device) on the network (Fig. 1) (col. 4, 
line 58 - col. 5, line 15; col. 7, lines 13-22) by one of a communicating device (Fig. 1, 3), from 
the data site (Fig. 1,1) into one of dedicated storage areas uniquely allocated to said one of the 
users of the storage server (Fig. 1,10) without sending the data from the data site directly to the 
portable data terminal (Fig. 1, 13) of said one of the users (Fig. 1,12) (col. 4, line 58 - col. 5, line 
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34; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 25); and making available the data, stored in one of the dedicated 
storage areas in said storage server (Fig. 1, 10), to said one of the users in response to a request 
from said one of the users (col. 9, lines 43-51), while keeping the data in said one of the 
dedicated storage areas (i.e. providing a copy in a mailbox) (col. 9, lines 4-25). 

Again, Zilliacus discloses the claimed method except Zilliacus discloses storing software, 
which is purchase-requested at a software sales site by a user of a portable data terminal into a 
unique dedicated storage area of a storage server. However, the claimed feature of providing 
storage areas for a plurality of portable data terminals in a storage server and making available 
the software to a user while keeping the software in said of one of the storage areas was old and 
well known in the art. Murthy teaches such concept. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the method of Zilliacus to include providing storage areas for a plurality of 
portable data terminals in a storage server and making available the software to a user while 
keeping the software in said of one of the storage areas as taught by Murthy. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been lead to make such a modification of Zilliacus to include 
providing storage areas for a plurality of portable data terminals in a storage server and making 
available the software to a user while keeping the software in said of one of the storage areas, 
such as the storage server of Murthy, to the method of Zilliacus so a user of a portable data 
terminal among a plurality of users can purchase software that is selected and downloaded from 
a website to the user's unique storage area and then further download the software to the user's 
portable data terminal based on a user request while keeping a copy of the software in the storage 
area. 
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Regarding claim 2, the method for providing storage areas according to claim 1, wherein 
Zilliacus discloses an expiration date until which the user is allowed to use the software stored in 
said storage server is set, further comprising the step of making the software, which is in the 
dedicated storage area, unavailable to the user after the expiration date (i.e. wherein the 
application will delete itself automatically, even if the application is stored on the PC because the 
application is formatted with a lifetime) (col. 6, lines 1-67; col. 7, lines 1-50). 

Regarding claim 3, the method for providing storage areas according to claim 1, wherein 
Zilliacus discloses further comprising the step of charging one of the users for the purchase- 
requested software when the purchase-request is made, when said one of the users downloads the 
software from said one of the dedicated storage areas, or when said one of the users indicates an 
intention to continue to use after a trial period passes after the downloading (col. 8, lines 29-38; 
col. 8, lines 45-51). 

Regarding claim 4, the method for providing a storage area according to claim 1, wherein 
Zilliacus further discloses further comprising the steps of: 

storing software, which is not purchase-requested by the user (e.g. initially downloading an 

application without a fee), into the dedicated storage area (e.g. PC); 

allowing the user to select the software not purchase-requested; and 

charging the user for the software when the user downloads the selected software or 

when the user indicates an intention to continue to use after a trial period (e.g. downloading the 

same application on a different occasion for a reduced fee) (col. 7, line 27 - col. 8, line 37; col. 8, 

line 61 -col. 9, line 5). 
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Regarding claim 14, the method for providing a storage area according to claim 1, 
wherein Zilliacus discloses further comprising the steps of: 

accepting a purchase request of software from the user at the software sales site; and 
receiving, according to said purchase request, 

the purchase-requested software or identification information associated therewith at a site of 
said storage server such that said purchase-requested software or identification information 
associated therewith is stored into said dedicated storage area allocated to the user 
(col. 6, lines 1-17; col. 7, lines 1-15; col. 8, lines 23-38). 

Regarding claim 15, the method for providing a storage area according to claim 1, 
wherein Zilliacus discloses said step of storing software into a dedicated storage area allocated 
uniquely, is performed after the software is purchase-requested at a software sales site on the 
network by the user (col. 6, lines 1-17; col. 7, lines 1-15; col. 8, lines 23-38). 

Regarding claim 8, Zilliacus discloses a storage server (i.e. PC) connected to a portable 
data terminal (Fig. 1, 110; Fig. 2, 210) over a network (Figs. 1, 2; col. 5, lines 38-40; col. 6, lines 
1-17) and a plurality of portable data terminals (i.e. mobile terminals) with associated users 
connected over the network (col. 1, line 46 - col. 2, line 6), said storage server comprising: a 
storage unit having a dedicated storage area, uniquely allocated to an individual user of a 
portable data terminal (col. 6, lines 1-17; col. 7, lines 1-15) (i.e. user of the mobile terminal uses 
a PC for a downloading service); means for receiving or downloading software, which is 
purchase-requested by one of the users from a portable data terminal (i.e. mobile terminal) of 
said one of the users, sent from a software sales site (i.e. a website) on the network by one of the 
users (col. 6, lines 18-52; col. 7, line 27 - col. 8, line 23) for storing the software into the 
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dedicated storage area uniquely allocated to said one of the users (col. 6, lines 1-17; col. 7, lines 
1-15); a management table (Fig. 2, 232; i.e. application-license database) storing therein 
management information (Fig. 2: 234, 236, 238) about the software stored in the dedicated 
storage area of the user (col. 5, lines 38-49; col. 7, line 27 - col. 8, line 3); and means for 
referencing said management table in response to access from one of the users and for sending 
the software (col. 5, lines 38-49; col. 7, line 27 - col. 8, line 3), which is stored in the dedicated 
storage area uniquely allocated to said one of the users, to the portable data terminal of said one 
of the users (col. 6, lines 12-17; col. 7, lines 1 1-15; col. 8, lines 29-38). 

Zilliacus discloses storing software, which is purchase-requested at a software sales site 
by a user of a portable data terminal into a unique dedicated storage area of a storage server. 
However, Zilliacus does not disclose providing storage areas for a plurality of portable data 
terminals in a storage server and making available the software to a user while keeping the 
software in said of one of the storage areas. 

Murthy discloses a storage server (Fig. 1, 7; i.e. central computer server) connected to a 
plurality of portable data terminals (Fig. 1,13; workstations which are portable because they can 
be re-located) over a network (Fig. 1), said storage server comprising: a storage unit having 
dedicated storage areas (Fig. 1,10; i.e. user mailboxes), each uniquely allocated to an individual 
user (Fig. 1, 12; i.e. user#l-user#3) of one of said plurality of portable data terminals (col. 5, 
lines 22-28); means for receiving data (i.e. data, traffic monitoring information, messages), 
which is requested or downloaded by one of the users of said plurality of portable data terminals, 
from a data site (Fig. 1, 1; i.e. traffic monitoring device) on the network (Fig. 1) for storing the 
data into one of the dedicated storage areas (Fig. 1,10) uniquely allocated to said one of the 
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users (Fig. 1, 12) (col. 4, line 58 - col. 5, line 34; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 25); and means for 
sending the data, which is stored in one of the dedicated storage areas uniquely allocated to said 
one of the users (Fig. 1, 10), to the portable data terminal (Fig. 1, 13) of said one of the users 
(Fig. 1, 12) (col. 4, line 58 - col. 5, line 34; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 25), while keeping the 
data intact in said one of the dedicated storage areas (i.e. providing a copy in a mailbox) (col. 9, 
lines 4-25). 

Again, Zilliacus discloses the claimed storage server except Zilliacus discloses storing 
software, which is purchase-requested at a software sales site by a user of a portable data 
terminal into a unique dedicated storage area of a storage server. However, the claimed feature 
of providing storage areas for a plurality of portable data terminals in a storage server and 
making available the software to a user while keeping the software in said of one of the storage 
areas was old and well known in the art. Murthy teaches such concept. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the storage server of Zilliacus to include providing storage areas for a 
plurality of portable data terminals in a storage server and making available the software to a 
user while keeping the software in said of one of the storage areas as taught by Murthy. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to make such a modification of Zilliacus to include 
providing storage areas for a plurality of portable data terminals in a storage server and making 
available the software to a user while keeping the software in said of one of the storage areas, 
such as the storage server of Murthy, to the storage server of Zilliacus so a user of a portable data 
terminal among a plurality of users can purchase software that is selected and downloaded from 
a website to the user's unique storage area and then further download the software to the user's 
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portable data terminal based on a user request while keeping a copy of the software in the storage 
area. 

Regarding claim 9, the storage server according to claim 8, wherein Murthy discloses 
said storage unit further comprises a common storage area (Fig. 1 , 8) in which an application 
program body is stored as the software for common use by a plurality of users and wherein data 
associated with the application program body and corresponding to each user is stored separately 
in the dedicated storage area of the user (col. 5, lines 17-34; col. 9, lines 4-25). 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-892 Form. 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or call: 

(571) 272-2600 (for customer service assistance) 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LISA HASHEM whose telephone number is (571)272-7542. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Olisa Anwah/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 
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